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Sunset Ridge School Chapter By-Laws       Revised December 2013

REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENT MEMBERSHIP
· Grade point average of 3.5 or higher.
· Must display qualities of scholarship, leadership, service, citizenship and character.
· Must be enrolled as a full time student at Sunset Ridge for at least one semester or transfer (see below).
· Students transferring membership must provide proof of membership (in good standing) and will then become an automatic member.
· Selections of members are made by the Faculty Council with recommendation of Executive Members.
STUDENT REQUIREMENTS TO REMAIN ACTIVE
· 10 hours of community service each semester with a nonprofit organization not connected with the member’s immediate family. 
· Attend at least 1 NJHS sponsored activity per year 
· Must maintain a 3.5 grade point average or higher each quarter.
· No citizen marks of N or U, no detentions, OCR’s or off-school suspensions. (if a student receives one of these, their membership must be reviewed by current officer board and Faculty Advisory Board to determine if student is immediately terminated or placed on probation)
· Must continue to display qualities of scholarship, leadership, service, citizenship and character at all times.
· Must attend meetings regularly with the allowance of two missed meetings during the school year, this includes all NJHS project meetings. (If student is absent from school or has a Dr.’s appointment, this is excused with email notification to NJHS Faculty Advisor)
· Must communicate all absences from NJHS meetings and events with Faculty Advisor by email.
· Late arrival at meetings will be considered an absence.
MEMBERSHIP STATUS
· Active members must attend meetings and participate on projects on a regular basis.
· Members may choose an inactive state to fulfill other obligations for a portion of the year.  They must take a leave of absence and only one per year.  If student is dismissed from NJHS or quits voluntarily, they may not be a member of the Sunset Ridge chapter of NJHS in the future and this will impact chances of becoming a member of the National Honor Society in High School.
· In order to assume inactive status the member must send a written letter declaring intent to become inactive to the Faculty Advisor.
GROUNDS FOR DISMISSAL
· Grade point average falls below 3.5 for more than one quarter.
· Any citizen marks of N or U, receives detention, OCR, or off-campus suspension after reviewed by officers and Faculty Advisory Board.
· Fails to display qualities of scholarship, leadership, service, citizenship, or character.
· Fails to complete 10 hours of community service each semester or fails to attend at least 1 NJHS sponsored activity.
· Suspension from school after reviewed by officers and Faculty Advisory Board.
DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
· Students with a grade point average of below 3.5 for one quarter shall be placed on probation for the following quarter.  Student will still be active member in NJHS and probation will be held in strictest confidentiality.  If student fails to raise grade point average to 3.5 or higher, the Faculty Council will hold a hearing to review the case and make a decision on membership status.
· Members who fall below the standards for membership shall be warned in writing by the chapter advisor and given a reasonable amount of time to correct deficiency except for in the case of a flagrant violation or school rules or civil laws, or suspension.
· The Faculty Council shall determine when an individual has exceeded a reasonable number of warnings at which time the Faculty Council will hold a hearing to review the case to make a decision on membership status.
· Members who have been dismissed may appeal the decision of the Faculty Council.  The Principal of Sunset Ridge School shall receive and handle all appeals.
SERVICE HOURS
· Students must complete 10 hours of community service each semester. Must attend 1 NJHS sponsored activity. Students are responsible for completing and turning in Proof of Community Service worksheet(s)or online every semester.
· Service Hours must completed with an approved non-profit agency that is not affiliated with the member’s immediate family.
FACULTY COUNCIL
· The Faculty Council shall consist of three voting faculty members appointed annually by the principal.
· The chapter Advisor shall be the ex-officio, non-voting member of the Faculty Council.
· The Faculty Council shall meet at least once a year to review the procedures of the chapter, selecting new members, officers, and to consider the non-selection, dismissal, disciplinary actions and warning cases
OFFICERS
· Candidates shall be approved by the Faculty Council.  Each individual will give a speech to the NJHS group and NJHS will vote and decide.
· The Executive Board consists of the President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer , Communications Officer, and the Historian.
· 6 of 8 Core teachers must approve officer candidates.
· Officer Elections will be held in August or September.
INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS
· Induction ceremonies will be conducted once a year in April or May.
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